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Visitors observing drawing frame demonstration at The D. H. Chen Foundation Gallery

CHAT
(Centre for Heritage,
Arts and Textile)

CHAT (Centre for Heritage, Arts and Textile)
is a part of the heritage conservation project
of The Mills, the former cotton-spinning mills
of Nan Fung Textiles in Tsuen Wan. Through
its multifaceted curated programmes,

which include exhibitions and co-learning
programmes, CHAT aims to be an art centre
that weaves creative experiences for all. We
invite our visitors to experience the spirit

of the innovative legacy of Hong Kong's
textile industry and engage in new dialogues
and inspirational journeys that interweave
contemporary art, design and heritage.
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Sight Unseen -

Special Exhibition
YRl RE

Forking Paths in the CHAT Collection
BiH—EACHATA RIS MmAY 228

A museum archive is a fascinating place. It
is a labyrinth of forking paths. A chess game
against time.

Over the past few years, from the planning
stage to the opening of the art centre, CHAT
has engaged various artists in commissions,
residencies and exhibitions, and eventually
many of their works were added to the CHAT
collection. These works, whether figurative
or abstract, literal or allegorical, all reflect the
core of CHAT - its connection with textile
and the textile industry. Cleverly realised

and interpreted through artworks, this
seemingly inconspicuous material and theme
is able to be infinitely expanded with myriad
possibilities, spreading like dye on a piece of
fabric. Their temporality and individuality are
threads that run through the undercurrents of
a museum to gather themselves into a woven
mass of intellect and form.

‘Cherry’ Drawing Frame Manuals (Model: Cherry D-400MT, manufactured by
Hara Shokki Seisakusho, Japan), 1986, Collection of CHAT, Hong Kong
kG IRERBIE [ Cherry D-400MT HZSHara Shokki Seisakusho ] »
1986 CHATXHifim » &t

A former factory floor turned art centre, CHAT
does not only collect art but also preserves the
vestiges of the textile industrial past in the form
of machines, equipment, technical drawings,
documents and even former workers’ personal
effects. The years have turned these residual
objects into orphans of time and stripped
them of their functions and commercial values,
and yet they provide us with a glimpse into
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Aziz + Cucher, The Road, 2016, Collection of CHAT, Hong Kong
PIZEZL + &HE - (The Road) - 2016 CHATXEiiM - &iE
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Special Exhibition
$SRIRE

people’s problem-solving thought processes
in the past. Most of these utilitarian objects
were not designed with aesthetic value

in mind, yet beneath the dust of time are
their core essence and material beauty — a
demonstration of the collective intellectual
brilliance achieved by human societies as a
testament to their era.

In this exhibition, artworks from CHAT’s
collection are displayed side by side with

the old factory objects, with selected texts
interwoven between them in the gallery space,
forming linkages in abstract or concrete

ways as ever-changing as the moves in a
chess game. Whether they are works of art,
remnants of a factory or archival documents,
once detached from their original cultural and
historical contexts, unbound from time and the
narrow scope of their functionality, their nature
becomes loose and buoyant, and they are no
longer isolated entities or affixed to a particular
discourse. As their symbolic and metaphorical
meaning changes, they can be interpreted
more freely and flexibly. Each object or

image possesses distinct qualities, and these
qualities give rise to a multitude of possible
connections not just with other objects and
images but with the outside world as well. And
the textual medium, itself a weighted construct
woven out of human experience, forms
winding but purposeful connections between
all these fragments, intending not to guide

but to disorientate its audiences. We hope
that all who enter this maze will view objects
as pieces to be moved across a chessboard:
for certain things that are unsaid have been
hidden in that which is said, and the scope of
your imagination is much more vast than what
your eyes can see.

Wang Weiwei
Curator

Winding Board (Nan Fung Textiles Limited), 1997,
Collection of CHAT, Hong Kong
RIS (FRBHBARAT)) 1997 CHATARKH R &
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Movana Chen, Fabric of CHAT, 2019, Collection of CHAT, Hong Kong
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Special Programmes
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Lecture Performance by Morgan Wong

ERE AEARE

In this unique lecture performance, artist
Morgan Wong will use his past creative
experiences and archives as materials in an
attempt to reorganise, imagine and interpret
scattered time clues and memory maps,
and revisit the concept of the self through a
process of defamiliarising memories.

BEEREABRNBEERARED  BiTRER
EASAMEAMRUEEBEFIER B fEElidch
54 BENEERNNRREREETISRE -
FERHOISNREE(L - BIR—BHERNET -

Date HHj Language 5=
12.09.2020 Cantonese
Sat 2HA7% BE

Time B Free %8

To be announced

EEEVN

Morgan Wong, A Story of an Eel Chef, 2010 (Detail)
Courtesy of the artist

ERE 0 (—RIBRMENKRE) 2010 (F5) iR

For more event details, please refer to Event Highlights ;EENFF &

Screening Programme

RRIEE

During the exhibition period, CHAT will be
showing excerpts of local Cantonese films

from the 1930s-60s which feature Hong Kong's
textile industry and fabric markets. These places
of production and exchange served as the
backdrop of the era and reflected the changes in
society, culture and people's daily lives.
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Date A Language &5

To be announced Cantonese, some with

HELT Chlnese subtitles
BIE SMREHAFE

Venue ihE

Gallery 2
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Old Photo (Mill 1 Rooftop of Nan Fung Textiles Limited), 1955,
Collection of CHAT, Hong Kong
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Event Highlights
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#2
Makers of Hong Kong: A Monthly Sharing 15 Days of Garment Making
BERE MESFEE 15 XIS R

Hong Kong textile experts will share their personal
stories about Hong Kong's textiles.

T EERDFEHE RS ERNBEREAEE -

Date HHA Venue #h24

29.08, 26.09, 10.10.2020 CHAT online platform
Sat £2Hi7% CHAT XE# LT&
Language 55 Free %:#

Cantonese with informal
English interpretation
BRE - WGBSR EE

A sewing lady will share how she and her partner,
a paper pattern master, collaborated with CHAT on
various garment making projects.

BT T#AE Mt At E—ARIRET S el
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Date HH# Venue 1184
09.2020 CHAT online platform

. CHAT /<B4 LTF&
Language 5
Cantonese with Chinese Speaker #&
and English subtitles Kwok Hang Lin
BERDREETE 2RATE

Free &
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Handmade fishnets and circular knitted t-shirts are
‘made in Hong Kong' through to this day
R TEEME NFEREREEDIET

CHAT Sewing Team: retired sewing worker Kwok Hang Lin
and pattern maker Cheung Chi Mau
CHAT REEEARE - RRE A X T DA EMATARAT R SR

#3
Curator Tour of Sight Unseen -

Forking Paths in the CHAT Collection
TEM—EACHATABEMN A2, REASE

Date HEA Venue ihE
31.08.2020 CHAT online platform
Mon 28— CHAT A& LTE
Language &5 Curator %ﬁA
Putonghua with Chinese Wang Weiwei

and English subtitles st

St ot s e
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#4
Seasonal Creative Making Experiences

FEAIETHES

Every season, CHAT offers its visitors a selection of making
workshops and hands-on sessions designed in collaboration
with artists, retired factory workers and local creatives.

This summer, we present an exciting range of programmes
through our online platform #CHATwithYou. With different
levels of difficulty, there are activities for the whole family.
Join us in making together!

CHATABMEZMEHRFTEAMEMNK  BEARLKR IR
RIS TIEESERR—ARIN TIEHTEEEREE -
SHEEXR CHATABAT EEE—RINSTHEEIEE—
#CHATwithYou - 8 F TEHH A EIRGZEMIE S —K
KRAMSEEEEER - SREAF M —REIBIEMR !

Date BHj
27.08-11.10.2020

More information EZ &
mill6chat.or

Events may be subject to change, please stay updated via CHAT's digital platforms.
FNRBRRRIERMARE  BEFEEECHAT AN R FARMER -



Welcome to the Spinning Factory! Exhibition

L EEE =

The D. H. Chen Foundation Gallery

FREEETERE

The Mills building was formerly a cotton- EEYRRSNERSEEEHBNRHKE;
spinning factory owned by Nan Fung Textiles. EREEEZERBEA RLARNRBISER
The green walls and high windows in ARG IR R BRREN - TR RS SRR
The D. H. Chen Foundation Gallery are BEGHREENERRNEE BUEERA 12
vestiges of the golden era of Hong Kong's HEY XRIEERS REHETERERET
textile industry. The exhibition Welcome to EIER7  BIRRESREENHE TR  BERGE

the Spinning Factory! will present a brief but 2 BEELRNBORmERETES -
intensive history of Hong Kong's textile industry, Y

featuring rich imageries, vintage cotton
products and archival documents and objects.
You are also invited to experience the manual
cotton-spinning process using traditional
spinning instruments, and design and create
your own cotton label at the workshop stations
in The D. H. Chen Foundation Gallery.

Exhibition design Exhibition graphic design
REEMRE: FERAT:
Assemble HATO
Exhibition view of Welcome to the Spinning Factry’
BB MRS,
Welcome to the Hong Kong Market! - <4 -
N N &
BRI S B | ?’ q,.,ff-flf
The history of Hong Kong's textile industry is c;qsn EPEAK D
one of invention and innovation. At the gallery, ' aks
you will discover history narrated through s LORN ROAD e

humble, everyday items made by Hong Kong’s f & ﬁ ﬁ
vibrant textile industry and learn about the textile )y
techniques. These day-to-day textiles tell us about ”Eﬂ l 0” G
local stories, the creative spirit of Hong Kong and m g

the manufacturing industry that contributed so ﬂ

much to the forming of the city.
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Silkscreen printed cotton minibus signs from the 1970s

1970FRABEIINTS_EIASHEBENRIAN T ey \EShe

Conceived in collaboration with Edith Cheung
BRIRP M S IR E]



Day Measures: Stories from Former Workers

— X5 - TREEE
CHAT Arcade
CHAT :8E§

Work and leisure, sight and sound, the
technical and the personal — counterpoints
that become intertwined in practice. In

the CHAT Arcade, audio recordings from
former workers are presented alongside the
instruments of labour that once measured
their productivity in garment manufacturing,
cotton spinning and knitwear machine repair.
Each installation of sight and sound is further
animated by a personal object shared by

the workers, revealing the unique narratives
unexpected of factory work. Come with
careful listening ears to allow narratives both
intimate and phenomenal to unfold.

Re-spinning the Yarn
[B]45
by MediaMonks
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Master Yuen has maintained and repaired ‘Upright Rotary’

knitting machines for many decades

REMREE - UESEEESEIN - SERD "THE ) SRR ERHE
Photo courtesy: Terry Tam B 1244 : B@2th

Re-spinning the Yarn introduces visitors to
the umbilical connection between CHAT and
its industrial past, and transports them to

the heyday of Hong Kong's cotton-spinning
industry. Visitors will be seated at reimagined
cotton-spinning machines, and enter a virtual
world created by digital production company
MediaMonks and CHAT.

(El45) FEBEROZEBIRGENEERR
SHRCHATABBEAFEH N T ENERHER -2
FHIESERENEBENGOE  EABGBRIE
BfiiMediaMonksEICHAT s Bt B BlliE i S #7
udz =k

Re-spinning the Yarn

(=45)

Tickets P92
$15 per person/fiz

Suitable for participants aged 12 or above
BEE12EEM EALTSZM

Availability may be subject to change, please stay updated via CHAT’s digital platforms.
BB R i R FE R T SR AR 2 - B R CHAT A R A REE -
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PAK TIN PAR LANE
(PEDESTRIAN WAY)

BHBE (TAPHE)

ROUTES FROM MTR STATIONS
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COVERED FOOTBRIDGE
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FEE-CHARGING PARKING
KBRS

NEARBY BUS STOPS
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Free shuttle bus service to The Mills available at Tsuen Wan MTR Station Exit A4,

please refer to CHAT’s Visit Page via QR Code for more information.
CHAT XA iR 4R — 18 -
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Founding Donor Main Donor
BIsAIREIE TEREIEE
1EY o
x4 & S2e 1Y 3
|| e 5 NAN FUNG GROUP
Supported by Technical Partner
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KL L'hotel mill mE B
Centre for Heritage, Arts and Textile (CHAT)
is the non-profit art centre founded as part of
The Mills revitalisation project.
the
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For tickets and RSVP
details, please visit
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milléchat.org

Enquiry 25

enquiry@milléchat.org
+852 3979 2301
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